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Photo: Gregg Troppe —_| Marthashuffled through the kitchen door 


to find Mark, her 17-year-old son, in a 
unmistakeably loving embrace with his 
hockey team-mate Jeremy Peters, while 
leaning in tandem against the refrigerator 
door. Martha turned white! Martha 
sputtered! Martha screamed! Martha 
ran from the kitchen; “Henrrrry!!!” 
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The quintessential Albertan family was about 
to be “destroyed”. The immediate 
commotion was a flurry of fear and horror 
rivalling “Nightmare on Elm Street”. We all 
know the story, the lads were shamed, the 
parents mortified, the siblings embarrassed 
and Westlock, acommunity stained suddenly 
becomes a huge green monster. Mark and 
Jeremy ran! 


Ray, Brian, Shawn, Michael Derry, 
Garry, Laurie Blakeman, Robert 
Smith, Joe, Liz Massiah, HIV 
Edmonton, Dow, Jon, Scott, 
Conrad, Mike, Brent, Jim, Mike 
Schiller, Richard and hundreds of 
other members of our community 


and ; 
Martha went on a cleaning frenzy as if to 


wipe out the horror that just entered their 
lives. She never told anyone where Mark 
went. Henry told lots of stories about Mark, 
most of them surprisingly positive and pride 
filled, but he bent the truth. Henry told his 
coffee clutch at Tim Horton’s that Mark and 
Jeremy had been drafted to a farm team of 
the New York Islanders. He never told 
anyone where Mark really went. Mark’s 
brother and sister and Jeremy’s two brothers 
kept their heads down and railed at anyone 
who mentioned their brothers. 
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Mark and Jeremy were devastated. They 
knew it would happen like this if their true 
relationship was ever discovered, but 
somehow the reality was much more difficult 
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The “Quintessential” 
Alberta Family 


is about to be “destroyed”. 
It’s Inevitable! 


Robert Wm Smith 


to take. Neither had any idea what to do next. 
Yes, they had felt that elation of freedom for the 
first 24 hours or so, but when it hit them that 
they didn’t have money or friends or anyone in 
the big bad city of Edmonton that they could 
turn to, panic eventually sank in. They were 
teenagers without resources. They were still in 
high school and they had a game next Thursday 
night in Morrinville. 


So much for hockey; by now the team knows 
them as faggots and they will never be able to 
play with their buddies again. Mark and Jeremy 
knew they were bright guys and they would 
survive, even without hockey. They also knew 
that they really, really loved each other and it 
was enough to make it everything all work out, 
they hoped. 


This scenario and similar has played out 
thousands of times across this province and 
hundreds of thousands of times in this country. 
It’s a scenario that is playing out as you read. 
Yet, Mark and Jeremy, the frightened teens on 
the lam are not the focus of our current fight for 
equality, at least not by the families that threw 
them out or drove them away. The same calibre 
of teenage love and bonding that is afforded 
their sisters and brothers is not theirs to pursue. 
These lads will eventually realize that in Ralph 
Klein’s Martha and Henry focused Alberta, 
marriage won’t be theirs either. 


The rhetoric is on once again; and, the media- 
fuelled debate about equality requires a voyeur’s 
perversion to view the argument surrounding 
same-sex marriage in the bedrooms of the glbttqq 
community. Unfortunately, the media’s concern 


and attention to this important 
issues is laced with the assumption 
that this debate is all about our sex 
lives and lately it seems that 
assumption has become just the 
beginning of what could be a 
veritable domestic orgy of multiple 
wives and husbands. 


The stage is set for another home- 
spun battle in which the courts of 
Alberta, those “un-elected” 
members of the judiciary will 
officially say the words that so 
many provincial high-court judges 
have said in the past 18 months. It 
will be a media frenzy. There isn’t 
aecase yet, some’ of our 
spokespeople allude to a case, but 
really, it is inevitable. Unless we, 
as a nation and as a society, are 
swept up in an all-consuming 
media-hyped wave of conservative 
hysteria (you know Bushism), 
same-sex marriage and all the 
rights, privileges and 
responsibilities that derive from 
“tying the knot” will be ours; Bush, 
Klein and the moral right be 
damned. 


As with the last few equal 
rights successes for the glbttqq 
community, the vitriol and 
blatant discrimination is 
crippling, emotionally and 
mentally crippling. What is 
even more disturbing is that 
prayers are being said 
throughout the province for 
help and protection from the 
heathen hordes that are hell- 
bent on shaking the very 
foundations of moral decency. 
The churches and religious 
institutions of all 
denominations and sects know 
how to protect the foundations 
of moral decency. Just look at 
the history of some with child 
abuse and sexual exploitation 
of children. 


The media loves this stuff; 
after all it sells newspapers 
and advertising and once again 
the right of free speech adopts 
the front-page headline as a 
comfortable middle ground in 
what we as a society will 
accept and what we will not. 
The hyperbole is just the right 
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fit for a heated, mean-spirited, 
hate-filled conversation in a 
sports bar or a locker room, 
known media hang outs. 


If the arguments weren’t so 
tragic they would be funny. 
What makes the “keepers” of 
the moral good in Canada’s 
social and political order think 
that this is all about them. In 
the past, their arguments have 
justified Martha and Henry 
driving the “damned” from 
their midst and keeping the 
Alberta family safe from the 
onslaught of the homosexual 
scourge. 


So what have they got to be 
afraid of? How is any harm 
going to come to the Alberta 
family because Mark and 
Jeremy want the right to love 
and yes, to marry? The harm 
has already been done in 
Westlock; not by Mark and 
Jeremy, but by media qualified 
discrimination toward two 
teenagers and their ilk. 
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It has been asked before, where do 
Alberta’s queers come from if not 
Alberta’s families? While a large 
portion of the population are 
immigrants from other provinces 
and countries, the majority are still 
from Alberta, from Alberta families, 
you know Martha’s and Henry’s 
kids. 


There are calls for support from 
glbttqq activist groups like EGALE 
and Canadians for Equal-Marriage 
and others by writing letters to 
politicians and the editors, and 
rustling up the troops, but don’t 
forget the media. It is up to us to do 
the education and it is up to us to 
challenge the voyeuristic slant the 
media gives our lives. The debate 
is not about the bedroom. The 
debate is not even about polygamy. 
The debate is whether Mark and 
Jeremy have the same rights as their 
brothers and sisters and cousins and 
friends in choosing a life partner 
and committing themselves, with 
all their warts and blisters, before 
their families, community and their 
country as a loving and giving 
couple. 
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Betrayal 


There are far too many things 
to comment on with regards 
to events going on over the 
past 2 months. I wanted to 
talk to you about betrayal on 
the grounds of common 
decency and a very human 
touch. Maybe you might be 
able to assist me with this one 
because it left me very shaky. 
What does one do when a 
“friend” utters the words; “I 
would just like to see someone 
kill Dennis”? This is after the 
person has offered friendship 
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over almost three years and 
worked closely with me. 
Suddenly there is silence 
and no explanation as to 
what were meant by those 
words spoken and video 
taped. Have we really gone 
down such a slippery road 
in our community that 
respect and love are of no 
value? 


We can witness this kind 
of attitude right at the very 
top’: ‘levels Wor wyaill 
governments and many 
media outlets. Is this the 
lesson that they are 
teaching our young people 
to learn? When we see our 
top politicians setting an 
example by pounding their 
chests with hatred do they 
release what effects this is 
having on the population? 
You at the top levels of 
every level of government 
do you know that you are 
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choosing hatred over love? 
Every source of media 
repeats your words over 
and over until the channel 
surfing begins. 


If you have a problem with 
a simple word such as 
marriage then change it to 
something that has a similar 
meaning. And where did 
the CBC dig up the dinosaur 
Rex Murphy to make any 
commentary on anything? 
Itis much easier to listen to 
Bob Layton just because 
the man’s weighted average 
does more good than bad. I 
am certain that most people 
in the broadcast and print 
media know the impact they 
can have on an individual. 
I wasn the broadcast media 
game for almost ten years 
and yes we knew that our 
words would encourage or 
discourage a _ person, 
sometimes by the millions. 


So where does a person learn 
that uttering a death threat is 
the really cool thing to do in 
order to keep all their secrets 
in line? I want everyone to 
read Jesus Land by Max 
Gordon in this issue of Times 
.10 Magazine: Learned 
behaviour can make a huge 
difference in everyone’s life. 
Itis simply a matter of where 
the learning is taking place 
and right now much of it 
comes from television, 
where murder is taught to be 
a cool thing to do. 


And for those of you who 
want marriage in your life 
then get up and shout. Should 
you let the media repeat the 
hatred coming from the born 
again christian 
Conservative’s, get used to 
doing nothing, just as the 
world did during the 
Holocaust. 
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By Max Gordon 


There is a thirteen-year-old 
boy in America who walks to 
school this morning. He 
believes he is a pervert 
because he is sexually 
attracted to a boy in his class. 
Undressing in the locker 
room for gym, he is terrified 
he will get an erection or his 
friends will notice him staring 
at the other boys and call him 
a homo. 


At night, he lies in bed. He 
promised God he wouldn't 
look at pictures ofnaked men 
having sex anymore, but he 
did it again after school. Asa 
punishment, he pinches his 
penis between his fingernails 
until he breaks the skin. He 
believes the pain is good for 
him. It is only a fraction of 
the pain that sinners feel when 
they go to hell, or what Jesus 
must have felt on the cross. 


He sits in church on Sunday 
and knows the priest is 
referring to him: deviants 
whose unnatural desire will 
keep them from entering the 
Kingdom of God. When he 
takes communion, he prays 
that God will heal the 
sickness inside him and make 
him clean and perfect like his 
Son. He promises to try even 
harder not to sin than he's 
ever tried before. 


After failing again, he 
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JesusLand 


decides he has no more tries left in 
him. He cannot stop the thoughts 
or change them. He believes God 
is disgusted with him and that He 
refuses to help. He stands looking 
in the bathroom mirror and wonders 
if he is what a homo looks like. He 
thinks ofhis youngest sister coming 
home from kindergarten with 
school papers tucked under her 
arm, and wonders if the boy from 
his class is in bed sleeping. He lifts 
his father's gun and shoots himself 
in the head. 


On January 2, 1997, 14-year-old 
Robbie Kirkland committed 
suicide after struggling with his 
homosexuality for four years. His 
mother said at the time, "Our family 
loved, supported and accepted him 
but could not protect him from the 
rejection and harassment he 
experienced at his Catholic 
schools." On May 8, 1995, Bill 
Clayton, 17, took a fatal overdose 
after being hospitalized for 
depression. He'd been assaulted by 
a group of boys in his community 
because of his sexual orientation. 


Jacob Lawrence Orosco, 
17, hanged himself on 
September 3, 1997, in his 
mother's home. When 
Jacob and nine of his 
friends tried to forma Gay/ 
Straight student alliance 
at his school, a group of 
students at a nearby high 
school formed SAFE- 
Students against Fags 
Euvwe £-y, wihse re 


Anna Wakefield, a lesbian 
in her 20's from Virginia, 
hanged herself on 
February 27, 1997, after 
being rejected and 
estranged from _ her 
family; Private First Class 
Barry Winchell, 21, of 
Kansas City, Missouri, 
was bludgeoned to death 
with a baseball bat on July 
5, 1999 after rumors that 
he was gay spread around 
the post; Steen Fenrich, 
19, was killed and 
dismembered by his 
stepfather in a 
homophobic rage, his 
body found March 21, 
2000; Juana Vega, 36, shot 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
November 11,2001 by her 
girlfriend's brother, for 
"turning his sister gay"; 
Gwen Araujo, a 17-year- 
old transgender woman 
from Newark, California, 
savagely beaten to death 
on October 3, 2002 by a 
group of boys at a party; 


Sakia Gunn, 15, fatally 
stabbed at a bus stop in 
Newark, New Jersey, May 11, 
2003 after her assailant was 
told she was a lesbian; Fred 
Martinez, Jr., a 16-year-old 
Native American high school 
student from Cortez, 
Colorado, found beaten to 
death, June 21, 2001, his skull 
crushed with a rock. His 19- 
year-old killer was heard to 
have said proudly, "I bug- 
smashed a fag." 


A few days after Kerry's 
concession, Bill Clinton gave 
a speech ata conference of the 
Urban Land Institute in New 
York. The Daily News quoted 
him as saying that Kerry could 
have made more of an impact 
with small-town voters by 
emphasizing his opposition to 
gay marriage. "He said it once 
or twice, instead of 3,000 
times, inrural communities. If 
we let people believe our party 
doesn't believe in faith and 
family, that's our fault." 
Clinton: our moral authority 
on marriage and sex. As a gay 
man in America, perhaps I am 
responsible for the unraveling 
of the moral fabric of this 
country, but I have never used 
a cigar in bed, and I absolutely 
draw the line at wearing a dress 
from the GAP. 


America listens to its 
presidents, present and past. 
The president sets the tone for 
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tolerance in the land. When a 
president proposes 
discriminatory legislation or 
supports it, however unlikely 
it may seem that it will be 
voted into law, the message 
he sends to the rest of the 
country is clear: these are the 
people you have my 
permission to harm. George 
W. Bush's proposed 
constitutional ban on same- 
sex marriage is more than just 
a vindictive president's desire 
to deprive gay men of bridal 
registry; it is the legislation of 
hate, and its. direct 
consequence will be the 
sanctioned murder of 
America's lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
Cmeerts Piz eon “Ss 


I marvel at the vogue of hate 
today in this country; who you 
can freely hate these days and 
who you can't. You can hate 
women, and gays, and fat 
people. You can hate poor 
people, andthe homeless. You 
can't, however, hate black 
people or Jews anymore, at 
least not on television or in 
print. (Youcan still hate blacks 
privately, but Jews are harder; 
some have blonde hair and it 
isn't easy to tell if they are in 
the room.) 


Black and white Christians 
have been revitalized by the 
same-sex ban, agreeing to 
suspend their hatred for each 
other in favor of a combined, 
galvanized hatred for gays. 
The GOP hates us all year 
round, but Democrats are 
"holiday haters," reserving 
their hate for special occasions 
- like close elections. Holiday 
hate never counts as real hate, 
of course, it's just politics, like 
little white (water) lies, and 
promises (fingers crossed) to 
pass legislation protecting 
gays in the military once voted 
into office. 


And finally, the passive- 


aggressive haters know a 
constitutional ban on same- 
sex marriage based on 
religious belief is wrong, not 
to mention unconstitutional, 
but since they are not 
"personally" affected by it, 
they’ve decided to watch 


from the sidelines. 
Newsflash: there are no 
sidelines in America 


anymore. Civil liberties in 
this country are an 
endangered species. We 
may not care that the Texas 
red wolf is almost extinct in 
North America, but, living 
in the same ecosystem, it 
might be worth noting, as 
we. may be © next. 


Jesusland, can you honestly 
say, with all that is wrong in 
the world today, with millions 
of people infected with HIV 
and thousands of new 
infections each year, with 
record unemployment, 
families with no healthcare 
and billions spent on war, 
that the greatest moral 
challenge we face in America 
today is symbolized by a 
wedding cake figurine of two 
Pie Tia, Ome TOSS. 


Is homosexuality contagious 
or reaching epidemic 
proportions? How else can 
the sexuality of one section 
of the American population 
singly decide the outcome of 
an entire presidential 
election? Only one 
conclusion can be drawn: 
Gay people in the heartland 
are doing some serious 
fucking. I only wish someone 
had let me in.on it. I thought 
we were supporting Kerry by 
voting for him. If gay sex is 
really that powerful, screw 


the oil in Iraq, Halliburton 


should be hooking us up to 
Vocoiimeuced Jt: fs 


Is homosexuality so 
irresistible that straight men 
and women are leaving their 


resolutely, 
impolitely, gay. One might 
conclude from this that 


homes, mesmerized and in 
droves, to join the gay ranks? 
The few straight friends I 
tried to seduce in my post- 
coming-out insecurity 
remained politely, but 
resolutely, straight. To all 
those who tried to manipulate 
me into being heterosexual 
to further their agendas (my 
mother), I remained 


sometimes 


people are what they say they 
are and we can all get on with 
fh) “eed 869 ne pass 


Not in Jesusland. Three little 
words, one tiny sentence, and 
the best friend's face closes 
forever, the child is lifted 
from the lap of the favorite 
aunt, a mother sends her son 
his baby pictures with a note 
saying she no longer has a 
child, a girl runs away from 
home to escape her parents' 
attempts to "beat the devil 
out of her", a boy is forced to 
see a psychiatrist and take 
medication to fix his 
"problem", a transgender 
teen hangs herself to avoid 
being ridiculed at a school 
assembly the next day. 


America: you do not have 
the right to throw your 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender citizens in the 
garbage. You have a 
responsibility to protect us 
whether you like us or not. If 
you do not approve of gay 
marriage, do not attend gay 
weddings. It is not your 
prerogative to decide who is 
worthy of your care, or to 
deny protection to anyone. 


Vol 12 #5 


As American citizens our 
protection is guaranteed by the 
Constitution of the United 
Siac tae.as? ts enh ss 


We are in a holy war, a 
fundamentalist Christian jihad, 
where the possibility exists, as 
never before that Jesusland will 
finally become Jesusworld. (I 
wonder what the rides will look 
like.) With a faith-based 
president who doesn't respect 
the Constitution as separate 
from his belief in God, there is 
no difference between 
extending democracy and 
extending Christianity. Once 
you free a citizen for elections, 
you have to free a soul for 
S Ma Ovevir'a Ste o: fn 


Accosted by Christians on 
subway cars when I first came 
to New York City, I never 
ceased being amazed at the 
chutzpah ofa stranger suddenly 
asking me about my 
relationship with God; not to 
mention being deeply insulted 
by the lack of subtlety that 
announced the intrusion. "That 
chocolate ice cream looks 
delicious; do you have a 
relationship with Jesus Christ?" 
I knew that no one would ever 
have the audacity to say to me, 
"Excuse me, Sir, how much 
money is in your bank 
account?" or "Pardon me for 
asking, how many times did 
you make love this week?" Yet 
somehow just anyone can 
demand to know on the spot 
what your relationship is with 
Jesus, which, if you have one, 
is arguably the most intimate 
relationship of them all. [admit 
it crossed my mind on more 
than one occasion to reply, 
"Why yes Ido, actually, a pretty 
good one, and fuck you for 


asking such a_ personal 
ieuleper Sirti ert e 
The most exasperating 


religious experience ever may 
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be the attempt to convince a 
born-again Christian that 
God will allow someone into 
heaven that isn't "saved" 
through Jesus Christ. After 
a brief exchange, I inform 
the stranger that w ile I was 
“saved”, or at least baptized 
as a child, and my 
grandfather was a minister 
of his own church, I have no 
intention of being part of a 
religion that doesn't accept 
me because of my sexuality. 
My inquisition on the A-train 
ends and my _ Jesus 
interrogator trots off to his 
next victim, reminding me 
"we’re all sinners." He hasn't 
achieved a new convert, but 
he's watered that seed of 
insecurity in me that maybe 
homosexuality is evil, that 
gay people do end up in hell 
and because of what I am, 
God doesn't like me 
anymore. It's a child's fear, 
like dark closets and 
monsters under the bed, but 
it can rule a life and last a 
Lead at teat twin ae 


During the six months after 
college that I ran around 
cracking people over the 
head with my Bible, I 
remember the extraordinary 
relief that came from finally 
having the Answer to 
Everything. No longer 
circling endlessly on the 
parking ramp of life, I had 
finally found a space. Trying 
to forge a gay identity on my 
own was too rangy and 
uncertain, and if I didn't 
succeed, what could be more 
disheartening than failing at 
being a pervert? The world 
was much easier to 
understand with my new 
faith and broken down into 
two distinct groups; those 
who were wrong, and us. I 
did exactly what they told 
me to do: love God, accept 
Jesus, and, like courting 
Santa Claus, try not to be 


naughty and always be nice. 


Because my homosexuality, 
however, is dictated not by 
fashion or trend, but biology 
and DNA, I couldn't warp or 
mutilate myself into the 
desired new result. My 
naughtiness eventually 
outweighed my niceness and 
I was in deep shit. I wasn't 
told to leave, exactly, but knew 
that if I wanted to, I could 
stick around for a sort of 
exalted pervert status; the old 
"God loves you, homosexual, 
because He loves us all - even 
child molesters, rapists, and 
serial killers" line that some 
Christians think is generous. 


Certain minds are vulnerable 
to fundamentalist thinking. 
Closet gays, immigrants, poor 
blacks, rich white women with 
philandering husbands--it 
draws so many. It's not easy to 
talk about why 
fundamentalism is attractive, 
why a heart might crave it. 
There comes a time in a life 
when the world simply 
becomes too painful for 
nuance, when it's freezing out 
and you just want to come 
inside and have someone say, 
Relax, we'll take care of you; 
in fact, we've been waiting for 
you. Here is the rulebook, no 
need to ask any questions: just 
sign here. 


There isn't an oppressed 
person alive who at one point 
or another hasn't felt the 
seductive gravity of 
capitulation. The decision to 
resist always means thrusting 
oneself into the vast, unknown 
and dangerous wilderness of 
truly being free. One is 
tormented, at the same time, 
by the grim suspicion that 
while a secure existence may 
never be found in self- 
determination, a designated 
place always awaits one who 
will succumb to the State. 
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The violence against gay 
people, religious, emotional, 
physical or political, has done 
what social violence is 
supposed to; it's driven us 
underground, afraid to 
demand our rights or protect 
them when they are 
threatened. One good, well- 
publicized, gay murder can 
do wonders. Those of us who 
aren't brutalized or obliterated 
in elaborate campaigns by 
strangers or our families, are 
perpetually trapped in nets of 
chronic shame; our 
internalized hatred 
simplifying the work of the 
bashers by beating them to it. 


I was astonished the day I 
discovered that I was a gay- 
killer. Indignant over the 
nationally publicized 
murders of Matthew Shepard 
and Brandon Teena, I'd 
demand a stop to gay bashing, 
leaving the rally or dinner 


party for a bashing session 
of my own with unsafe sex, 
alcohol and drugs. I had to 
finally consider the idea that 
my self-destruction wasn't 
fabulous or gloriously tragic; 
it was predictable, and (this 
hurt the most) not very 
imaginative. I was complicit 
with the anti-gay agendas 
that were aimed at me with 
the precision of a sniper’s 
bullet; an accomplice to my 
own gay assassination. I 
made a decision that 
although I wouldn't be able 
to save every gay life, Icould 
definitely save the one I'd 
been given. (I'm still saving 
it; the mistaken assumptions 
being that you only have to 
save your life once.) 


I was a thirteen-year-old boy 
in East Lansing, Michigan 
on his way to school in 1983, 
attracted to a boy in my class, 
and flooded with the shame 


and terror that I was gay. My 
father also kept a Smith & 
Wesson in his closet. I don't 
believe I would have used it 
on myself, but a gun in any 
house has an aura of 
potential, waiting for the fatal 
chemistry of an escalating 
argument or a very, very bad 
day. What I did have was a 
lesbian friend in high school, 
who, one could say, "died 
for my sins." She came out 
of the closet first and when I 
saw that the coast was clear, 
Mecame Out aiter her. 


She was humiliated daily by 
notes shoved in her locker or 
jokes made as she walked 
down the hallway. Girls 
came up to her in groups 
during lunch andasked, "Are 
you gay?" to which she 
replied, "Why, are you 
interested?" Leaving a gas 
station one night, a boy, 
spurned by her refusals, 
called her a dyke and 
punched her in the face. She 
didn't allow the violence to 
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derail her. I don't think 
Jesusland would have 
approved of her - a sassy, 
courageous, I'm-scared-to- 
death-but-you'll-never- 
know- it, 17-year-old black 
lesbian - but Jesus himself 
in in poche te bisdaeveee 


If Jesus is with us, I think 
he stands beside the black 
man who faces the lynch 
mob, the midwife who is 
brought before the church 
for being a witch, the 
bewildered and naked 
prisoner cowering against 
his cell wall in Abu 
Ghraib, the transgender 
teenager who has decided 
to dress as herself, no 
matter what her parents or 
the kids at school do or 
say. Jesus stands with all 
of us, but He especially 
knows what it's like to be 
innocent, to be violated 
and murdered for telling 
the truth, to face a violent 
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mob and be alone. 


America. If only you would 
purify your hate. When we 
walk into someone's country 
and wish to take what they 
have, let's just take it. Why 
call it liberating the Iraqi 
people or Operation Iraqi 
Freedom? Call it stealing and 
steal it. If you want to kill 
someone, don't refer to pre- 
emptive strikes or wars on 
terror. Kill them. 


And if you want to hate 
homosexuals, Jesusland, just 
hate us. But don’t call it a 
"moral" or "family" issue, 
or try to legislate it and say, 
“T still support civil unions." 
And for Christ's sake, please 
stop dragging Jesus into it. 
Hasn't that poor man been 
through enough? Whether 
we believe He was the Savior 
or not, I think we probably 
all agree that He was a pretty 
nice guy that loved all kinds 
of people and never meant 


harm to anyone. 


If He were alive to see this 
land today, I don't think He'd 
claim it. 


(Max Gordon is a writer and 
activist. He has been 
published in the anthologies 
Inside Separate Worlds: 
Stories of Young Blacks, Jews 
and Latinos (University of 
Michigan Press, 1991) and 
Go the Way Your Blood 
Beats: An Anthology of 
African-American Lesbian 
and Gay Fiction (Henry Holt, 
1996.) His work has also 
appeared on open 
Democracy, Democratic 
Underground, in Z Magazine, 
and other progressive 
magazines in the U.S. and 
internationally, as well as in 
bah en Poe Lk ecole a ey 


© Max Gordon 
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Pp R | A P = Experience the Difference! 
High Technical Quality Videos & Original Boxes. 
“CANADA'S FAVOURITE GAY STORE 
More than 600 
VHS & DVD titles on SALE! 


up to 
on selected 
TITLES from 


This is it! 
on more than 160 VHS 
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January 19, 2005 e f e a 


Dear Community Members: 


The Edmonton Rainbow Business Association was incorporated just over six years ago following extensive 
community consultations expressing an interest and need in the community for a “business-oriented” group and to 
develop the association's mandate. Since that time ERBA has fulfilled at least part of its initial mandate. A hard- 
_working core of members has helped ensure that monthly business mixers, periodic business meetings and an annual 
_ business fair have taken place. However, there is a feeling that more could be done to enhance the value of ERBA 
to its members and the community at large. The current board feels strongly that it is the time to bring on new board 
members with fresh ideas and energy to help the organization do this. _ 


ERBA cuncuty has approximately 30 members. It exists to provide an opportunity for gay ond lesbian people i in 
siness and other people who provide services to the gay and lesbian community to meet, discuss issues of _ 
mon concern and exchange information about business opportunities. [he Edmonton Rainbow Business __ 
sociation also supports its members by providing an opportunity for them to market their goods and services be 
‘community through its annual business fair, to other members through its regular social mixers and through its _ 
annual member directory. In the past the Edmonton Rainbow Business organization has also held a variety of _ 
cial events for its members and guests including a fall barbeque, Christmas party and guest speaker nights. __ 
: pplication for membership is open to anyone over 18 years of age who agrees to abide by the organizations code _ 
yf conduct and the annual membership fee is $25. The Edmonton Rainbow Business pesocianon also ae a website 
www. ction org which has further information. 


The sour {positions include: President, Vice-President, Secretary, ee Director of Membership, Director of 
Programs. Additional directors may serve as directors at large and choose to take on a particular task or project __ 
depending on their interests and the needs of the organization. It is desirable that board members have current or 
past experience in running a business or organization or experience in dealing with business customers in asales, : 
rketing or business development position. Board members should expect to commit approximately 6-8 hours per 
nth to their position which would mainly involve planning, marketing and administration of the organization. 
Candidates for board positions would need to be approved at the society s Annual General Meeting and become 
members of the organization. If you have questions about any of the positions, the Edmonton Rainbow Business __ 
Association or are interested in a board position, please contact Bill Faulkner at 422-6207 by February 9, 2005. 


ERBA’s Annual General Meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 16, 2005, commencing at 6:30 p.m. at 
Pride Centre of Edmonton, #45, 9912-106 Street. If you are an ERBA member, past ERBA member, or simply _ 
wish to get some more information and meet some nice people, please feel free to attend. Only those persons having 
_ eurrent ERBA memberships ($25 at the door) will be able to vote oe the formal ee of the AGM. A mixer with 
food and ae will follow the AGM. : 


The ERBA Board 
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Last-ditch Attempt to Stop Marriage 


Equality 


Opponents of equality for 
lesbian and gay people are 
making a desperate last-ditch 
attempt to stop equality. 
When Parliament 
resumes in a few 
weeks, they know 
they face their last 
chance to roll back the 
clock on _ equal 
marriage. They know 
the vote in Parliament 
is closer than many people 
think. 

We need your help. We have 
to match the determined, well- 
funded efforts of those who 
want to deny lesbian and gay 
relationships equal treatment 
under the law. Our opponents 
are getting desperate—they 
know they must stop the 
impending legislation if they 
can move on to their next 


goal—a comprehensive 
same-sex marriage ban in 
Canada. Go to http:// 


www.equal-marriage.ca/ 
donate.php to help us match 
their efforts. 


We have the opportunity to 
settle this issue once and for 
all. But we can only win this 
fight with your help. Please 
go to http://www.equal- 
marriage.ca/donate.php to 
help. 

As you'll see from the email 
below, opponents of equality 
are mobilizing for an 
unprecedented referendum on 
whether lesbian and gay 
people should be excluded 
from the protection of the 
Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. Other groups are 
signing people up to join 
political parties so they can 
take over riding associations. 


The Canadian arms of large, 
well-financed American 
organizations 


are 


undertaking much of the 
activity. 


This week’s message 
from Toronto’s Catho- 
lic Cardinal under- 
scores the desire of 
equal-marriage oppo- 
nents to string this is- 
sue out for years to 
come. He is calling for 
at least five more years 
of delay, during which 
time the Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms 
would be suspended 
for lesbian and gay 
people and our rela- 
tionships. We need the 
resources to send a 
clear message to MPs: 
our basic rights have 
been delayed for de- 
cades. It’s finally time 
for action. 


If the equal marriage 
legislation loses’ in 
parliament, our opponents 
will continue with further 
attempts—even U.S.-style 
constitutional 
amendments, to roll back 
the clock. 
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Please go to http://www.equal- 
marriage.ca/donate.php right 
now. Intoo many communities 
across the country, Members 
of Parliament are 
hearing only one 
side of the story. 
It takes money to 
put up websites, 
Delco. a Uscee 
materials, 
Opiigea it tec 


meetings and hire 
organizers to be your voice in 
Ottawa and mobilize 


supportive voices in key 
ridings. 


Please also pass this message 
on to friends, family and other 
equal marriage supporters. 

Weare only metres away from 
the marriage equality finish 


line. We can’t stop now. 
Please help us reach the end 
of this race. 


Alex 
Munter 


National 
Co-ordinator 


Canadians for Equal 


Marriage 
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Proudly Serving the Gay & Lesbian Community 
of Edmonton 


WE OFFER 


REGULAR HOME CLEANING 


WEEKLY 
BIWEEKLY 
MONTHLY 


MOVE IN/OUT CLEANING 


WINDOW CLEANING 


CARPET & UPHOLSTRY 
CLEANING 


FoR A FREE 
HOME ESTIMATE CALL 


440-3258 


Tantric Sex for Women 


A Guide for Lesbian, Bi, Hetero and Solo Lovers 
by Christa Schulte 


“The book has a thorough introduction and is particularly 
brilliant because of its numerous exercises for women, 
whether for one or for two. If you want to indulge in the 
ecstasies of everyday life, you can’t get around Tantric 
Sex for Women. Arrestingly, Christa Schulte shows how 
singular and special women’s sexuality is, encouraging 
them to experiment and explore their appetites and 
sensations.” 


— Gaypeople.de 


First Ever Tantra Book for Women Fills Important Gap 
Book is for Women of all Sexual Orientations 


(Alameda, CA) The history of tantra is ancient, as is women’s practice of it — said to date back three- 
thousand years to the Zami cult of India. Yet, in the many centuries where literature has been produced 
on the subject — and despite the proliferation of contemporary women’s sexuality books — there has 
never been an English language book devoted entirely to tantra for women until now. Tantric Sex for 
Women: A Guide for Lesbian, Bi, Hetero and Solo Lovers, due in bookstores in February 2005 in time for 
Valentine’s Day, changes that. Filling an important gap, the book addresses all women regardless of 
sexual preference. 


The approach makes sense. Women often define themselves by their differences. Yet, all 


women — lesbian, bi, or heterosexual — share something primal and basic: the yoni. What is the yoni, 


and why is it so important? According to author Christa Schulte, “Yoni is the Sanskrit name for the 
female genitalia with all its little erogenous parts: clitoris, labia, mons veneris, vagina, G-spot, womb, 
etc. However, yoni is much more than an anatomical term. It is the holy place of female desire, the lap 
that births new life, and the praiseworthy location of a woman’s deepest power.” The book thus speaks 


to the unity of female experience, while addressing and celebrating multiplicity. 


Vol12#5  Times.10 Magazine 15 


By Laurie Blakeman 


Welcome to 2005, and to the 
26" Legislature in Alberta. With 
a total of 14 new Liberal 
colleagues from across Alberta 
(including a 3 member break- 
through in Calgary!!) joining me, 
Hugh Macdonald and Liberal 
Leader Kevin Taft, I’m really 
looking forward to the next four 
years serving all of you. 

I have been appointed the new 
Official Opposition Critic for 
Health and Wellness along with 
continuing my duties as House 
Leader. I shall miss the 
portfolios I have handled over 
the last two terms, although I 
won't miss trying to juggle eight 
portfolios at once as I have done 
for the last year. 


On the agenda for the Alberta 
Liberal Opposition for the Spring 
sitting of the Legislature, 
expected to start the very end of 
February and run to mid-May, is 
the following: 


The Agenda 


Alberta Surplus Policy Bill: the 
Alberta Liberal plan on investing 
Alberta’s surplus for now and 
future generations designating 
35% of future surpluses to 
creating a Post-Secondary 
Endowment Fund; 35% to 
enhancing the Heritage Trust 
Savings Fund and the rest to an 
Infrastructure Fund anda special 
Endowment for the Arts and 
Humanities at our Universities. 


Standards of Care Act: proposals 
to set down specific codes of 
practice for long term care 
facilities including staffing 
ratios, training requirements, 
food, recreation, safety practices 
etc. 

Water Conservation: setting 
down principals on water 
conservation in Alberta 
including metering, a 
moratorium on injecting water 
for enhanced oil production or 
coal bed methane production and 
other practices. 


Catch our / 


‘DvD Releases! . 


Toys - Lube - 
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DVD - VHS - scenis - 


Electoral Reform: Proposing 
fixed election dates for provincial 
elections and term limits for the 
Premier. 
And a bill to reform the AISH 
system. 


We are also considering a 
number of ideas for Motions 
including: 

Free library cards, banning hand- 
held cell phones while driving, 
an incentive plan for investment 
in cleaner energy, regulations 
around sour gas wells, and others. 


If you have anidea or issue you’d 
like to see get some legislative 
air time, email, write or call me 
and Ill do my best to raise it in 
the house. I’m always looking 
for good issues for Question 
Period or material for debate in 
response to government bills or 
motions. If you have always 
wondered about something the 
government does or does not do, 
try me and Ill see if I can find a 
place to ask your question. 


The Throne Speech is expected 
for February 23 or March 2 and 
the Budget will likely be brought 
down in late March and debated 
ministry by ministry during 
April. 


Penny Craig has moved on after 
serving as Constituency 
Manager for almost 3 years. 
Good luck Penny and thanks for 
everything! 
Ji Jou ase 
Draginda 
continues 
as Outreach 
and Case 
Worker. To 
contact me 
eta ustelae 
Blakeman 
enmeani t 
Edmonton.Centre@assembly.ab.ca 

or 
blakeman@launieblakemanblakeman.com 
or write or drop by #3, 9908-109 
Street, Edmonton, AB. TSK 1H5 


or phone 780 414-0743 


lags and MORE! 


oMedia Canada Trave! 

. Newsbytes is produced 

) exclusively for Canadian media by 

| the Canadian Tourism Commission. 
| Stay informed with story ideas 

: and information that inspire travel 

| in Canada. A powerful interactive 

| media toot, it is best read in 

| electronic format. Hotspots on the 

| page will automatically click through 
| to the website, or a pop-up e-mail 

| box to request more information. 
| 
t 


| Feel free to distribute Trave/ 
Newsbytes to your colleagues 


| completed directly online at 


| Go online to deadline 
| with GoMedia Canada. 


i 
| Subscriptions and registration are 
? 
: 
| 


| Rights Free 
| Editorial Access 


| Check out our online collection of 
more than compelling travel stories 
from Canada’s most accomplished 

| writers. Each story is accompanied 
by breathtaking photos in your choice 
| of low, medium and hiresolution, 

| ready for download and publishing in 


| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
; 
i 
your preferred format. Newcontent | 
| added weekly, all forthe exclusive 
use of Canadian media for research, | 
features or story ideas. 
| This issue’s free samples... | 


| go to page 2. 


Suggestions? Questions? | 


Feel free to contact us 


with your media related 
travel enquiries at 
gomediacanada@ctc-cct.ca & 


“Chill Out” at the 
Quebec Winter 
Carnival 
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come alive with revellers from all over 
the world, who are in town to be part 
ofthis annual winter festival 


Local artists d oe ae streets 
with ice scu hike the city 
sparkles in the haere ine - and 
twinkles at night with parades a 
parties. Bonhomme Carnaval's ice 
castle, the Carnival’s centrepiece 
is an enormous illuminated ice 
palace, built from blocks of ice cut 
from the frozen St. Lawrence River. 
The canoe race across the rabid 
St.Lawrence River ice pack must ra 

as one of Canada’s most exciting 


Story ideas 

sporting events. Seven or eight - four 
man “canoes” are dragged, pushed, 
paddled and even rowed over and 
through the rapidly moving ice from 
Quebec to the town of Levis on the 


south snore 


2005 World Masters 
Games in Edmonton 


dmonton, one of Canada’s premier 
recreation de stinations wall | 
the World Masters Games, the largest 


multi-sport event in the world, July 
22-31, 2005. At least 30 year old. 


Masters athletes are comprised of 
everyday individuals o 
The games have seen com al 
into their sar There are no 
qualification criteria for mos 2 sports - 
everyone is welcome to compete. 


as Opening eee will feature 
ore than 16,000 athletes from around 
eead plus thousa ie of talented 
local volunteers, to create a unique, 
dazzling performance and spectacular 
pageantry. The Closing ahaha 
will pay tribute to the participants 
a more relaxed, party icant 


celebrating the success of the games. 
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Boost Your Self-Esteem 


Being gay is hard enough in 
this world, trying to find 
Mr. Right is even harder no 
matter if you’re 15 to 66 
and you know it. Whether 
your in the community or 
not. How have you lived 
your life until now? Do you 
know what makes you tick; 
are you lost from the inside 
out? Where do you find your 
happiness, where are you in 
life? How do you truly see 
yourself, how do you feel 
about the people around 
you? Do you have hopes 
and dreams? In life have 
you, or are you, a follower 
or leader? Do you find you 
need friends or constant 
compliments to boost your 
self-esteem? 


Not knowing who you are is 
common; do not let this bring 
you down. Yet it does pose a 
danger for you in the fact that 
you’re more likely to make 
bad decisions and choose the 
wrong road to happiness. This 
is just a part of life; you need 
to be tough, smart, and 
determined to free yourself 
from negative things. I am 
sure you have had many 
difficulties and hardships and 
there are more to comet! You 
ask who I think I am giving 
this advice. I will tell you 
who I am, why I think you 
should take some of what I 
have to say to heart! [am now 
27 and finally 99.9% happy 
with whom I have become. 
Yet getting there was never 
easy to say the least. I have 
gone threw many friends, 
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lovers and so on. I’ve learned 
many hard life lessons and 
am still learning. You have to 
open your mind as well as 
your heart, learn to trust your 
gut feelings and learn to 
control your impulses. 


Nothing in this world 
comes free so do not rush 
life, you have to live day to 
day. Set some goals, 
healthy goals, and try your 
best to surround yourself 
with positive people and 
influences. Ifyou think that 
finding, some person to 
love will complete who you 
are, and fix what ever is 
broke, you’re wrong. Only 
you can fix you. 


Reaching for some drugs or 
drinks only masks the 
problem if not worsens it. I 
cannot tell you how many 
times when I felt down friends 
would offer me a joint! How 
was this going to fix my 
problems or guide me to 
clarity? Making yourself fit 
in the popular cliques might 
make you feel wanted, maybe 
even loved, but step back and 
take a closer look. You still 
feel the same? Respect who 
you are and who you can 
become. Do not pretend to be 
someone your not, be who 
you are and be true to yourself. 
Too many people in this cold 
world lie to themselves and 
others around them. Try not 
to hide who you are and be 
proud of who you are, then 
make that positive change. 


10724 - 124 Street, Edmorton, Mberta 


Pretend you are a work of art 
or a priceless gem. Would 
you put them at risk of being 
stolen or damaged? Would 
you trust just anyone with 
them? Ok so why would you 
let that happen to your body 
your mind. Everyone is 
different for a special reason 
so protect your investments 
HEART, MIND, BODY and 
SOUL! 


Who you date, where you 
work, and the things you do 
ordon tdosay, say alotabout 
who you are. Treat others as 
you would want to be treated, 
karma is a bitch trust 
me! If you're lying, 
stealing, or just being 
fake and dishonest then 
where do you think 
your heading in this 
life? If you're into 
drugs for fun or to pass 
ihe time there is 
something wrong! You 
want a true honest, 
loving devoted man by 
your side, then work 
on being the same 
person your looking for 
because you attract 
people who are just like 
you. Meaning ifall you 
ever end up with is 
people who cheat and 
lie, do drugs and drink, it says 
a bit about you. In addition, 
where are you finding these 
people, in the bars or online? 
If you do not have standards, 
‘the men you seek will not 
either! 


I once thought I had it all, I 
was modeling had many 
friends and could get any 
person I wanted. Yet the 
funny thing was, it was slim 
pickings for a person like me. 
Meaning it was easy to finda 
person to sleep with, or have 
coffee with, but to find Mr. 
Right was almost impossible. 
Men are so simple in many 
ways, tell them you love them 


and you think they are cute 
and they reall over you. Share 
ajointand a few drinks they re 
ready to marry you! Yet ask 
them to show. some 
commitment, or put you first, 
there off and running. Ya I 
had many disappointing 
relationships over and over 
again until | realized some 
very important things. In most 
relationships, | found myself 
doing most of the important 
things that keep arelationship 
from sinking while my partner 
partied and played around! 
Meaning | always put my 
partners’ needs before mine 


and I made sure we always 
had good communications. 
What I mean by that is | was 
so busy fixing their problems 
for example: Drug addictions, 
eating disorders and much 
more. | had put my family; 
friends and co-workers aside 
in the past because I did not 
want them to see what | was 
going through. Really, | was 
ashamed of the partner I had 
chosen and the last thing | 
wanted to hear from these 
people were: 1 TOLD YOU 
SO! 


Why did I stay with him for 
solong|’mnottoosure really. 
1 did love him maybe too 


much cause in the end I left 
and found myself free but lost. 
For the first time in a long 
time, I was not so confident 
and sure of things. I was broke 
like the way you break a horse 
and it was not a good feeling. 
My soul was lost and my 
feelings out of control! The 
only thing I found comfort in 
was my family who has always 
been there for me. This was 
my second long term 
relationship and the last for 
some time as I needed to 
regroup and get my life in 
order. 


I believe that everyone has a 
breaking point and I past mine 
a long time a go. In the long 
run I benefited from being with 
unproductive selfish men! See 
I learned so much about myself 
and what I am willing to do in 
a relationship. I proved to 
myself that when the going 
gets tough I keep going. I 
always supported my partners 
in healthy choices and was 
always there for them. Yet 
once I noticed I was not getting 
the same back when I 
questioned their devotion and 
commitments to me. 

I never once gave up on the 
relationship; they did, so I left 
learning a valuable lesson. If 
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you lose sight on whom and 
what is important in life, 
people walk all over you. If 
you keep hearing, “I am 
sorry’’, repeatedly that means 
nothing has changed and you 
are the fool if you stay or do 
not make a change. I learned 
the games men play, learned 
that you never jump into a 
relationship. Try to become 
friend’s first, and get to know 
the guy, before you decide to 
make that jump. 


I have to say I see the world 
now in a total new light. This 
heart of mine for once feels 
complete and this 
soul feels so free. For 
sure, I can say I am 
very proud of the 
person I have 
become inside and 
out! I have found a 
partner who sees me 
for who I am and 
understands the man 
I once was. He gives 
LO O7c eine OUT 
relationship, as do I. 
I feel even with our 
age difference we 
mesh while we battle 
life together. Are we 
perfect? No not even 
close yet that is not 
our goal. We live we 
love and communicate our 
feelings and we hide nothing. 
I respect him as he respects 
me and there is nothing I 
would not do for him! I cannot 
even explain how it feels to 
know, that in this life, in all 
the darkness I found my soul 
mate after so much pain, 
heartache and many mistakes. 
I finally found that gem in a 
sea of sand. 


Ok I am done. 
Take care all of you and | 


wish you the best in love and 
life. 


Mike 
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Priate and the Sailor 


A sailor and a pirate walk into a bar. 
They sit down next to each other; get 
to talking and their chat soon turns to 
their sea adventures. The sailor tells 
of his days fighting wars with the 
Navy, and the pirate tells of robbing 
ships and killing his enemies with 
the other pirates. The sailor notices 
that the pirate has an eye patch, a 
hook and a peg leg and asks, “How 
did you get the peg leg?” The pirate 
replies, “When I was thrown off my 
ship and floated for two days until 
my crew rescued me, my leg was 
bitten off by a shark as I was being 
pulled out of the water.” The sailor, 
impressed, says, ““Wow. That’s very 
exciting. But how about the hook?” 
The pirate smiles, shining the hook a 
bit, “When I was sword fighting with 
a pirate from our enemy ship for 
treasure, he took it right off.’’ The 
sailor’s eyes were wide with awe at 
how badass this pirate was, and he 
asked, how did you get the eye 
patch?” “Well,” says the pirate, 
shifting in his seat a bit, “a seagull 
shit in my eye.” The seaman looks 
puzzled: “You lost an eye from gull 
shit?” The pirate sighed and shook 
his head. “It was my first day with 
the hook.” 


Panda 


A panda bear walks into a restaurant 
and orders a sandwich. When he receives 
the sandwich he eats it and then shoots 
the waiter and leaves the restaurant. A 
policeman sees the panda and tells him 
he just broke the law. The panda bear 
tells the policeman that he’s innocent 
and, if he didn’t believe him, to look in 
the dictionary. The policeman gets a 


20 Times.10 Magazine, February 2005 


dictionary and looks up “panda bear.” It 
says, ‘’Panda Bear: eats shoots and 
leaves.’’ 


Little Knight 


One day atiny knight greeted the king 
of a fairly large country. The knight 
told him the story of how he escaped 
a battle with a dragon, but his small 
horse had been killed. He begged the 
king for a horse, and the king was 
more than happy to offer him one. 
The problem, however, was that the 
knight was too small for the horses the 
king had. Finally, the king decided to 
give him a trained Great Dane to ride 
on. When he presented the Great Dane 
to the knight, the knight was horrified. 
He exclaimed, “You would send a 
knight out on a dog like this?” 


Dire decisions 


Here’s a dilemma for you... With all your 
honor and dignity what would you do? 
This test only has one question, but it’s a 
very important one. Please don’t answer 
it without giving it some serious thought. 
By giving an honest answer you will be 
able to test where you stand morally. The 
test features an unlikely, completely 
fictional situation, where you will have 
to make a decision one-way or the other. 
Remember that your answer needs to be 
honest, yet spontaneous. Please scroll 
down slowly and consider each line - this 
is important for the test to work accurately. 
You’re in Florida...In Miami, to be exact. 
There is great chaos going on around 
you, caused by a hurricane and severe 
floods. There are huge masses of water 
allover you. You area CNN photographer 
and you are in the middle of this great 
disaster. The situation is nearly hopeless. 
You’re trying to shoot very Impressive 
photos. There are houses and people 
floating around you, disappearing into 


the water. Nature is showing all its 
destructive power and is ripping 
everything away with it. Suddenly you 
see a man in the water, he is fighting for 
his life, trying not to be taken away by 
the masses of water and mud. You move 
closer. Somehow the man looks familiar. 
Suddenly you know who it is — it’s 
George W. Bush! At the same time you 
notice that the raging waters are about to 
take him away, forever. You have two 
options. You can save him or you can 
take the best photo of your life. So you 
can save the life of George W. Bush, or 
you can shoot a Pulitzer Prize winning 
photo, a unique photo displaying the 
death of one of the world’s most powerful 
men. And here’s the question (please 
give an honest answer): Would you select 
color film, orrather go with the simplicity 
of classic black and white? 


Nippy 


One day a hunter was walking through 
the woods and spotted an Indian Chief 
being chased by a grizzly bear. So the 
hunter pulled out his trusty rifle and shot 
the bear, saving the Indian Chief’s life. 
The Chief invited the hunter back to his 
camp to throw him one heck of a bash 
for saving his life. There was plenty of 
food. Indians were dancing all over the 
place with happiness. They were 
smoking the peace pipe when the Indian 
Chief said to the hunter, “I have a very 
special surprise for you. I’ve picked 500 
of my prettiest Indian maidens. You 
look at all of them and chose one, she 
will be your wife.” With this, the Indian 
Chief clapped his hands and out of 
several teepees emerged young beautiful 
Indian maidens. They walked in front of 
the hunter so he could get a better view 
of them. The hunter noticed that all of 
the maidens were topless. And with 
closer inspection, noticed that none had 
any nipples on their breasts. ‘Why don’t 
any of his maidens have nipples on their 


breasts?’’ ‘’What, you’ve never heard of the Indian Nipple- 
less 500? 


Screwed 


An explorer in the deepest Amazon suddenly finds himself 
surrounded by a bloodthirsty group of natives. Upon surveying 
his situation, he says quietly to himself, ‘I’m screwed.”’ 
There is a ray of light from the sky and a voice booms out: 
**No you are NOT screwed. Pick up that stone in front of you 
and bash the head of the chief.’’ So the explorer picks up the 
stone and proceeds to bash in the head of the chief. He is 
breathing heavily while standing above the lifeless body. 
Surrounding him are the 100 native warriors with a look of 
shock on their faces. The voice booms out again: ‘’Okay. 
NOW you’re screwed 


BULL 


A couple goes to Mexico City for vacation and go to a 
famous local restaurant. They ask the waiter’s opinion 
about what to order, and he tells them they have a special 
each Sunday that’s wonderful, so the couple orders that. 
With great fanfare, the waiter brings out a large silver- 
serving platter with two huge steaming rounds of meat, 
juices dripping; it smells delicious and tastes even better. 
The couple is delighted with their meal and asks the 
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waiter just what the fabulous meat dish was. “Senor,” he 
explains, “each Saturday night, we have the bullfights, 
and that was the bull’s balls you ate. The couple is a bit 
taken aback by what they had just eaten, but it was 
delicious, so they get over it. Six months later, the couple 
returns back in Mexico City and decide to go to the same 
restaurant. Feeling adventuresome, they order the same 
dish. Once again, with great fanfare, the waiter brings out 
the huge silver-serving dish and places it on the table. But 
this time there are two tiny pieces of meat, barely enough 
for one. The man says, “excuse me, but the last time we 
were here and ordered this dish, it was huge, more than 
enough for two. Why is this one so small?” The waiter 
smiles and replies, “ Well you see, senor, sometimes the 
bull wins!” 


Grass eating 


This priest was driving to his church when he saw two people 
bending over in the grass. He decided to see why. He walked 
over to them and asked what they were doing. The man said 
they were homeless and grass was the only thing they could 
eat. The priest said, “‘you can eat over at the church.’’ The 
woman said, “we have nine children — will there be enough?’’ 
‘°Oh yes, °’ the priest replied, ‘’the grass is 2 1/2 inches taller 
over there.”’ 


ATANOUSE 
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Caulking For Change 


By Mike Schiller 


There are many issues where 
I find myself in agreement 
with John Kerry, and many 
issues where I find myself in 
disagreement with him. 
Overall, I obviously agree 
more with his philosophies 
than with Bush’s 
philosophies, but my views 
are usually much closer to 
those of Howard Dean’s. 
Then again, there are times 
when I find myself to left of 
Dean, and times when I take 
a position which liberals 
think of as conservative, but 
which I still consider liberal. 
We’re all individuals, with 
minds of our own, so it is 
rare, even within any one 
political party, for everyone 
to be of one mind about an 
issue. 
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That said, I think a very large 
number of liberal Democrats 
tend to agree on the issue of 
reducing our nation’s 
dependency on oil, gas, and 
electricity. There are, believe 
it or not, many conservatives 
who also support that idea as 
well. I believe that as 
individuals, we should strive 
to be the change we seek. 
What I mean by that is, to 
actually do things in our 
everyday lives, which help to 
accomplish things, we believe 
in. Many people think that 
one person doing something 
does not make a difference. I 
disagree. I understand that it 
is difficult for people to 
quantify the difference they 
make, but that should not 
deter us from doing things to 
help affect the changes we 
seek. 


Get your 
fatty acids 
in here. 


(7917 CALGARY TRAIL SOUTH ¢ 433-6807) 


Today, as the northeast is 
being hit by the biggest 
blizzard so far this winter, I 
decided I’d write about a 
subject which Howard Dean 
and John Kerry both talked 
about on the campaign trail, 
and which I personally also 
feel strongly about. It’s a 
subject that, on the surface, 
doesn’t seem political, but is 
political. It’s also social. It’s 
also economic. It’s also 
personal. It’s a generalized 
thing that is simply good for 
your home, the environment, 
your own personal economy, 
and the world at large. I am 
talking about caulking and 
weather-stripping. 


The more you do, the less gas 
and energy you use. If you 
find the places in your home 
where the most air seems to 
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enter from outside (or from 
other parts of the home or 
building) and seal those off, 
the savings will be immediate. 
As you do more, there will be 
more savings. Caulking the 
places where the wall meets 
the ceiling, where the 
windows meet the frames, and 
where the floor meets the wall, 
is the best way to make sure 
warm air stays in the room in 
which it is generated. That 
has an immediate comfort 
payback, and a gradual 
monetary payback. 


If you have radiators, make 
sure the pipes from the boiler 
to the radiators are also 
insulated. Those _ take 
fiberglass pipe insulators and 
Frost King also makes a foam 
pipe wrap tape lined with foil 
for the corners where there are 
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twists and turns. Almost all 
radiators are up against a wall, 
and I learned a trick- Put strips of 
the foam pipe wrap tape along the 
back of the radiator to block heat 
from going in the direction of the 
wall. This ensures more heat is 
released to your room rather than 
into the wall and out of the house/ 
apartment. 


In the basement (even if you’re in 
an apartment building you can 
still go down and do this) you 
should also feel around for any air 
that seems to come in from outside 
and caulk over those places. 
Additionally, do the same thing 
as in your main rooms - caulk the 
windows and places where the 
wall meets floor or ceiling. 

GE makes the best caulk of all, its 
called Silicone IJ. (That’s why 
this is a bipartisan thing to do, 
because GE is somewhat 
conservative but they happen to 
make the best caulk). Make sure 
not to get Silicone I, or else you’d 
need to re-caulk everything in a 
few years. Silicone II doesn’t 
shrink. Caulk usually costs about 
$5 per 10 ounces, which can add 
up if you have a large home, but it 
pays for itself- both in long term 
energy bill reductions, and in 
instant comfort, which really has 
no price tag. When you’re 
comfortable, you’re able to focus 
more personal energy on things 
you enjoy focusing it on, rather 
than focusing on discomfort. If 
you're on a tight budget, you can 
try getting one or two containers 
of caulk per week and doing it 
gradually. This has a benefit 
during the summer as well, 
because it saves you money on air 
conditioning. 


There are a lot of myths about 
ventilation and the need for air 


decades. One person can make a 
difference. 


circulation, which keep people 
from doing these sensible things. 
As long as there is one place 
where some air can enter aroom, 
you should be fine. There is no 
need for multiple openings, 
contrary to what some think. 
There is ample air coming 
through unexpected places all 
the time, and you can still put 
vinyl weather-stripping foam 
over the most critical of those 
places- such as the place where 
the window frame meets the 
window sill (the parts you can’t 
caulk without interfering with 
the operation of the window) and 
the edges of doors. 


foam in, and push it in hard so it 
drops all the way down to the 
bottom of the molding. Stuff in 
as much foam as you possibly 
can, to ensure the entire molding 
from bottom to top, is loaded 
with it. Then you can use wood 
putty to easily re-seal the top. 
When the wood putty dries, paint 
with primer first, and when the 
primer dries, paint over that with 
whatever color you usually use. 
Martha Stewart Living makes 
really nice paints. 


The more people learn about caulk 
and insulation, and act on what 
they learn, the better the quality of 
_ life will be for all ofus, and the less 
dependent we are on energy and 
gas. Rather than boycotting energy, 
which is almost impossible to do, 
except for one day increments 
which have no long term impact, 
we should instead take proactive 
steps to caulk, weather-strip, and 
insulate our homes. This is a 
positive thing we as socially 
conscious people can do, whether 
we’re liberal or conservative or 
centrist. It helps us as individuals, 
as a society, and as inhabitants of 
an eco-system. 


It’s important to do both the home or 
apartment, as well as the basement in 
order to achieve the balances 
necessary to truly reduce gas and 
electricity use, but these measures 
ultimately will create one less place 
on this planet where gas or electricity 
is recklessly and pointlessly wasted. 
Not only will it benefit you, but many 
of these things will yield benefits for 
others well into the future. If done 
properly, doing this in one home can 
actually result in gas and energy use 
reductions which are much more 
significant than any boycott method 
is able to yield, because the reductions 
in energy use are SUSTAINED. 
They’re not short term. When the 
work is done, these savings can last 


If you have molding around your 
windows and doorframes, you 
can insulate those too, believe it 
or not. What you use for that is 
called “caulk saver vinyl foam”, 
because it’s cheaper than caulk. 
It is both moisture and weather 
resistant. You can also use caulk 
but it’s more difficult and costly. 
Drill a large hole on top of the 
molding, big enough for the 
foam, which is about 1/2" 
diameter usually. Then stuff the 
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Anti-Bullying Film 
“Let’s Get Real” 


Film points to homophobia 
and racism as root causes of 
bullying among youth. 


The world famous Museum 
of Tolerance, the Los Angeles 
Anti-Defamation League and 
GLSEN Los Angeles have 
selected Let’s Get Real, the 
powerful documentary film 
about name-calling and 
bullying, to kick offthat city’s 
“No Name-Calling Week” 
2005. This national initiative, 
aimed at stopping name- 
calling and verbal bullying 
among youth, encompasses a 
week-long program of events 
for youth and educators, and 
is sponsored by the Gay, 
Lesbian Straight Education 


Network (GLSEN), in 
conjunction with Simon & 
Schuster Children’s 


1124 st. suite a 


Publishing and 40 other 
partners. 


Aimed at middle school 
students, educators and 
parents, Let’s Get Real 
features over 5O youth 
speaking directly about racial 
tension, anti-gay taunting, 
and sexual harassment. 
Unlike other films on the 
topic, Let’s Get Real doesn’t 
sugarcoat the truth or feature 
adults lecturing kids about 
what to do when “bad” kids 
pick on them. The film’s look 
at anti-gay violence and 
homophobia among youth is 
particularly compelling. 


“No Name-Calling Week is 
a chance for schools and 


(cont'd on page 27) 


LOOKING FOR THE BEST... 


MORTGAGE? 


Contact Gordon Roebuck, 
Mortgage Agent, at 
Tel: 780-554-8831 


Toll Free: 1-877-488-8831 
Fax: 780-665-6005 


| have access to the 
BEST mortgage rates and products - 
discounted as low as 1.25%* below posted. 


Good credit, bad credit, self-employed... 
Let me help! 


Call TODAY fora FR E Consultation! 


“low mortgage rates are just the beginning...” 


martini lounge 


Edmonton's Newest 
Concept in Urban Lifestyle 


Smoking Permitted 


We Book Parties for all occasions! 
Ph: 451-2983 after Spm 


Vol12#5  Times.10 Magazine 25 


Come Out . 2 Sra on 
Tues. Feb. 8 & 22 


Jackpot Round Estimated at 


$1,100 Cash! Feb. 8 
$1,300 Cash! Feb. 22 


Jackpot value will change if won 
Food Special; 6 Perogies, 2 Cabbage 
Rolls & Kovbasa Only $3.00 
All Molson Products Only $3.50 8-1 2am 
Happy Hour Draft 8-10pm 
Doors 8pm, Games start at 9pm 
No Cover until 12am 


Early Bird Cash Round 9pm Sharp 8 
Roost 


ISCWR 
EDMONTON 


Private Members Club / 10345-104 St. 


426-3150 / www.theroostniteclub.com 
agazine, February 2005 


communities to _ start 
addressing bullying,” said 
David Holladay, Executive 
Director of GLSEN Los 
Angeles. “Using films like 
Let’s Get Real can help 
educators and parents spark 
dialogue about the realities of 
prejudice and harassment, and 
begin to establish plans of 
action.” 


Name-calling and bullying are 
at epidemic proportions in 
schools across the country, 
particularly in middle schools 
where children are first 
learning to navigate through 
new social hierarchies: 


The National Education 
Association estimates that 
160,000 children miss school 
every day due to fear of attack 
or intimidation by other 
students. 

Six out of 10 teenagers witness 
bullying in school at least once 
a day. 


teeth whitening: 


Anti-Bullying 


According to the US Secret 
Service ina 2002 report, many 
of the youth involved in 
school shootings cited 
bullying as a contributing 
factor to their violent 
behavior. 


Young people are far less 
concerned about external 
terrorist attacks on their 
schools and communities than 
they are about being bullied. 


Academy Award®-winning 
director Debra Chasnoff’s in- 
spiration for the film came 
from watching her own chil- 
dren grow up in schools 
where harassment and bully- 
ing were often considered 
“normal” rites of passage. “If 
we continue to treat bullying 
simply as a disciplinary issue, 
we are doing nothing to ad- 
dress the root causes, preju- 
dices like homophobia and 
racism, that can lead to vio- 
lent acts.” 


Let’s Get Real is the latest 
production in The Respect for 
All Project, an award-winning 


series of films produced by 
Women’s Educational Media. 
Other films from the Project 
include That’s a Family! 
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(2000), a film for kids about 
family diversity that was 
screened at the White House, 
and It’s Elementary, 
Talking About Gay Issues 
in School (1996), one of 
the most hotly discussed 
documentaries ever to air 
on public television. Films 
in the Respect for All 
Project are widely used in 
schools and at educational 
workshops across the 
country. 


The Gay, Lesbian, 
Straight Education Net- 
work (GLSEN) of Los 
Angeles works to assure 
that every member of 
each school community is 
valued and respected re- 
gardless of sexual orien- 
tation or gender identity. 
GLSEN conducts school 
based faculty trainings confer- 
ences, retreats and facilitated 
discussions. More information 
is available at http:// 
www.glsenla.org/ 
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Gay 
Asian 
Pacific 
Alliance 


San Francisco’s Gay 
Asian Pacific Alliance 
group launches the first 
ever nation-wide photo 
competition. 


| Gonorrhea is a sexually transmitted disease (STD). Gonorrhea 
| i§ caused by Neisseria gonorrhoeae, a bacterium that can grow 
and multiply easily in the warm, moist areas of the 
reproductive tract, including the cervix (opening to the womb), 
uterus (womb), and fallopian tubes (egg canals) in women, 
and in the urethra (urine canal) in women and men. The 
bacterium can also grow in the mouth, throat, eyes, and anus. 


| Although many men with gonorrhea may have no symptoms 
| at all, some men have some signs or symptoms that appear 
two fo five days after infection; symptoms can take as long as 
| 30 days to appear Symptoms and signs include a burning 
| sensation when urinating, or a white, yellow, or green 
discharge from the penis. Sometimes men with gonorrhea get 
| painful or swollen testicles. 


| In women, the symptoms of gonorrhea are often mild, but 
most women who are infected have no symptoms. Even when 
| a woman has symptoms, they can be so non-specific as to be 
mistaken for a bladder or vaginal infection. The initial 
symptoms and signs in women inciude a painful or burning 
Sensation when urinating, increased vaginal discharge, or 
vaginal bleeding between periods, Women with gonorrhea are 
| at risk of developing serious complications from the infection, 
regardless of the presence or severity of symptoms. 


| Symptoms of rectal infection in both men and women may 
include discharge, anal itching, soreness, bleeding, or painful 
| bowel movements. Rectal infection also may cause no 
symptoms. Infections in the throat may cause 4@ sore throat 
bul usually causes no symptoms, 


| Several laboratory tests are available to diagnose gonorrhea. 
A doctor or nurse can obtain a sample for testing from the 
parts of the body likely to be infected (cervix, urethra, rectum, 
or throat) and send the sample to a laboratory for analysis. 
Gonorrhea that is present in the cervix or urethra can be 
| diagnosed in a laboratory by testing a urine sample. A quick 
laboratory test for gonorrhea that can be done in some clinics 
or doctor’s offices is a Gram stain. A Gram stain of a sample 
from a urethra or a cervix allows the doctor to see the 
gonorrhea bacterium under a microscope. This test works 
better for men than for women, 
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submissions around the 
theme “Coming of Age: 
GAM in America.” 
Winning entries will be 
presented in a multimedia 
arts exhibition scheduled 
for Gay Pride Month, June 


Furthering its goals of 
visibility for gay Asian and 
Pacific Islander males 
(GAM), Gay Asian Pacific 
Alliance (GAPA) 


announces a nationwide 
for photography 


call 


Gonorrhea is spread through contact with the penis, vagina, 
mouth, or anus. Ejaculation does not have to occur for 
gonorrhea to be transmitted or acquired. Gonorrhea can also 
be spread from mother to baby during delivery. 


People who have had gonorrhea and received treatment may 
get infected again if they have sexual contact with a person 
infected with gonorrhea. 


Untreated gonorrhea can cause serious and permanent health 
problems in both women and men. 


In waren, gonorrhea i¢ a common cause of pelvic 
inflammatory disease (PID). About one million women each 
year in the United States develop PID. Women with PID do not 
necessarily have symptoms. When symptoms are present, 
they can be very severe and can include abdominal pain and 
fever. PID can lead to internal abscesses (pus-filled “pockets” 
that are hard to cure) and long-lasting, chronic pelvic pain. 
PID can damage the fallopian tubes enough to cause infertility 
or increase the risk of ectopic pregnancy. Ectopic pregnancy 
is a life-threatening condition in which a fertilized egg grows 
outside the uterus, usually in a fallopian tube. 


In men, gonorrhea can cause epididymitis, a painful condition 
of the testicles that can lead to infertility if left untreated. 


Gonorrhea can spread to the blood or joints. This condition 
can be life threatening. In addition, people with gonorrhea 
can more easily contract HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. HIV- 
infected people with gonorrhea are more likely to transmit 
HIV to someone else. 


Gonorrhea is a very common infectious disease. CDC estimates: 
that more than 700,000 persons in the U.S. get new 
gonorrheal infections each year, Only about half of these 
infections are reported to CDC. In 2002, 351,852 cases of 


gonorrhea were reported to CDC. In the period from 1975 to 
1997, the national gonorrhea rate declined, following the — 
implementation of the national gonorrhea control program in 
the mid-1970s. After a small increase in 1998, the gonorrhea 
rate has decreased slightly since 1999. In 2002, the rate of — 
reported gonorrheal infections was 125.0 per 100,000 — 
persons. 
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2005, and be featured in a 
calendar slated for national 
distribution. Grand 
prize is a round-trip 
airfare and hotel stay 
in San Francisco to 
coincide with the 
opening of the arts 
exhibition. 


G:2006, the 
proposed calendar 
and art exhibit, will 
be dedicated to gay Asian 
& Pacific Islander (API) 
artists and subject matter, 
and is intended as a 
collaborative, community- 
based project. GAPA’s 
main intent is to encourage 
participation from a broad 
range of community 
members, particularly 
among those who may not 
have considered artistic 
expression as a viable 
opportunity. Through its 
efforts, GAPA hopes to 
promote cultural diversity 
within both the larger Asian 
Pacific American 
population and_ the 
mainstream lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) community, while 
also allowing gay APIs to 
express what it means to be 
American when one is of 
Asian or Pacific Islander 
heritage. 


Since its inception in 1988, 
Gay Asian Pacific Alliance 


has been dedicated to 
furthering the interests of 
gay & bisexual Asians and 
Pacific Islanders in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and 
beyond. In particular, 
GAPA has long been 
involved in promoting 
artistic expression among 
gay APIs, with performing 
arts groups that have 
included the GAPA Men’s 
Chorus, GAPA Dance 
Company and GAPA 
Theater, as well as a 
monthly publication, 
Lavender Godzilla, which 
showcases the literary and 
artistic talents of gay API 
men. In 2003 and 2004 
GAPA released its 
inaugural calendars 


featuring the work of local 
artists tomuch acclaim. The 
G:2006 Project will build 
on that momentum and 
expand to 


include 


participation on _ the 


national level. 


Sep een aro | too 
submissions must 
be received by 
April 15, 2005. 
Participants must 
beat least 18 years 
old and be self- 
identified as gay, 
bisexual or 
transgender male 
of Asian/Pacific Islander 
heritage. For entry 


Call 


ae ane 


ppointment 


To 


guidelines, submission 
forms, model releases, and 
additional information, 
interested parties may go 
to the GAPA website 
(www.gapa.org) or email: 


calendar@gapa.org. 

GAPA P.O. Box 
421884 San Francisco 
CA 94142-1884 


info@gapa.org 
www.gapa.org 


° Disposable Contacts | 
° Sun Glasses 
Free sight testing 


e Tinted contacts 


° Calvin Klein 
° Armani 
© Perri Ellis 
© Eddie Bauer 


° Alfred Sung 
* Kenneth Cole 


day 
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Business & Service Directory 


Massage 
ACU MASSAGE 


THERAPY 
Dwayne Holm, RMT 
Therapeutic Massage for stress reduc- 
tion, relaxation and the relief of muscular 
pain. 
ui Phone: 483-3190 
eee Pride Video Video! surance Brokers 
Interested in placing an order with us? 
eS Fe Trans West 


Cards Call (877)-452-7743 DVD Insurance Brokers 


10121-124 St. Edmonton AB, TSN 1P5 
Ken Vaughan (F.LLC.) 


Call 967-2282 
Onoway Branch 


Adult Services 


“Edmonton 780-413-7122 
Calgary 403-777-9494 


Lube Shipping Charges apply Toys 


Legal 


WILLIAM M. FAULKNER ~ 


Barrister & Solicitor 


Wills, Estates, CPP Appeals, Real 
Estate, Criminal 
Phone: 422-6207 Fax: 424-9955 


The Waist is a terrible thing to 
mind. 


Ziggy 


Accounting 


Millwoods Accounting Services Ltd 
Michael James 
President 
Small Business Accounting & Personal Tax 
3279A Parsons Road Phone: 780-450-1686 
mwacc(@telusplanet.net 


Health 


STD Centre 
11111 Jasper Ave. Edmonton [General 
Hospital] 


Call 413-5156 for an appointment. 
Free confidential testing, treatment and 
counselling of STD’s & HIV 
No Alberta Health Care Card required. 


David Ushko Chartered Accountant 


Serving businesses Providing accounting and 
and individuals tax service and advice 


Personal and corporate Telephone: (780) 425-2350 Services 
tax returns Free initial consultation are 


905, 10010 - 106 Street Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3L8 


Rob Pearson 


Come worship with us...at Lambda everyone is welcome! 


LAMBDA Christian Community Church 
11148-84 Avenue, Edmonton 
Phone: (780) 887-8611 
Web site: www.members.shaw.ca/lambdachurch/ 
E-mail: lambdachurch@shaw.ca 


Hardwood 


| Commercial Carpet Phone: 454-2727 | 
Residential Carpet Pager: 480-0949 


— 


i 
i 
; 


Worship Services: Sunday 7 p.m. 
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Nite Of Lowe 


Sunday Feb. 13 
2 Floors, Rotating 
DJ's Upstairs 
Beer Bash Show 


Downstais Hie Ame Fameslyy 
:. Sunday Feb. 20 
Our Family Beer Bash ~ 

& Fabulous Show 2 


Cover Both Nites $3 
Jugs $7 Ponys $4 
While They Last 


Private Members Club / 10345-104st ? 
426-3150 / www.theroostniteclub.com 


Ags 
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